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On behalf of the National Coalition for Hospice and Palliative Care (Coalition), our team would 
like to acknowledge the official ending of the grant from the Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation who very generously funded the development and dissemination of the National 
Consensus Project’s Clinical Practice Guidelines for Quality Palliative Care, 4th edition (NCP 
Guidelines). We encourage each of you to continue championing and implementing the NCP 
Guidelines and use all the communication and education resources available at the NCP 
Guidelines webpage to improve the quality and access of palliative care for all people living 
with serious illness and their families.   
 
Moving forward, the Coalition will continue to distribute a bi-monthly e-newsletter to our 
valued stakeholders, beginning September 2019, to provide national updates on quality, 
advocacy, research, workforce, payment and other initiatives the Coalition is involved with.      
 
Before closing this phase, we have more exciting new updates to share with you about the NCP 
Guidelines and a free webinar: 

• JAMA features the NCP Guidelines! JAMA NETWORK Medical News published an online 
article and podcast featuring the National Consensus Project’s Clinical Practice 
Guidelines for Quality Palliative Care, 4th edition (NCP Guidelines) and Dr. Martha 
Twaddle, NCP Guidelines Co-Chair, who provided valuable information about the 
guidelines and practical suggestions for their implementation. The Q&A is also available 
in the July 2019 print issue of JAMA.   

• Palliative Care Chat™ features the NCP Guidelines! Drs. Betty Ferrell and Martha 
Twaddle discuss the National Consensus Project’s Clinical Practice Guidelines for Quality 
Palliative Care, 4th edition (NCP Guidelines) in the recent Palliative Care Chat™, a podcast 
series hosted by Mary Lynn McPherson, PharmD, BCPS, CPE. The podcast is designed for 
all health care professionals who are interested in hospice and palliative care. Download 
the full transcript. 

• Register NOW for a Free Webinar re: New Medicare Alternative Payment Models!  The 
National Coalition for Hospice and Palliative Care is sponsoring a FREE webinar, New 
Medicare Alternative Payment Models: Options and Opportunities for Hospices and 
Palliative Care Programs, Wednesday, July 25, 2019, 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm EASTERN TIME 
(NOTE: New date!). This webinar is designed for hospice and palliative program 
managers and leaders in all disciplines and others interested in the new Medicare 
payment options. Learn more and register. 

 
Last…and most important, we would like to honor and dedicate this project to our NCP 
Guidelines writer/editor, Kathy Brandt (kb), who is currently facing her own terminal illness 
and embracing the guidelines with her journey.  This devastating irony happened after the 
conclusion of the NCP Guidelines publication. Kb and her amazing wife, Dr. Kim Acquaviva, are 
boldly and courageously sharing their journey publicly together to advocate for and help others 
who are living with a serious/terminal illness and their caregivers. Kaiser Health News recently 
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featured kb and Kim in an article and a Facebook Live podcast. We encourage you to listen and 
learn from their experiences…and please send your thoughts and prayers.   
 
As the project director for the NCP Guidelines, I personally want to thank each of you for your 
steadfast support during the entire 2 ½ year process of this project. I have had the amazing 
privilege and honor to work with so many incredible, talented and committed servant leaders 
across the country, and am so grateful for all that I have learned from you. The consensus 
building during the development and endorsement process with the NCP Guidelines was a 
pinnacle of my 35+ year career and reaffirmed what I have longed believed and 
experienced…galvanizing the collective wisdom of thoughtful and respectful partnerships is one 
of the most powerful approaches to transform health care…it’s the simple adage, we are better 
together and more people will benefit.      
 
I will continue to serve as a part time consultant with the Coalition, focusing on the MACRA 
Palliative Care Quality Measures Project, and will be available through my Coalition email 
address, gwynns@nationalcoalitionhpc.org. If you need any immediate assistance with the NCP 
Guidelines, please contact, Cozzie King, Coalition Manager, at 
cozziek@nationalcoalitionhpc.org.   
 
Have a wonder-full summer, and I look forward to continuing our collaboration together 
through the Coalition and other activities.   
Gwynn 
 
Gwynn B. Sullivan, MSN 
Project Director 
National Coalition for Hospice and Palliative Care 
gwynns@nationalcoalitionhpc.org  
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