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National Consensus Project Clinical Practice Guidelines for                                                                                        

Quality Palliative Care, Fourth Edition, Being Developed 

Four years have passed since the National Consensus Project’s Clinical Practice Guidelines for Quality 

Palliative Care was updated. Since then palliative care has expanded into new settings and is being 

offered by various types of organizations, such as health systems, office practices, cancer centers, 

dialysis units, home health agencies, hospices, long-term care providers, social services organizations 

and more. 

In January 2017, the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation awarded the National Coalition for Hospice 

and Palliative Care (also referred to as the Coalition) a two-year grant to support the development, 

endorsement, dissemination and implementation of the National Consensus Project Clinical Practice 

Guidelines for Quality Palliative Care, 4th edition. The goal of the 4th edition is to improve access to 

quality palliative care for all people with serious illness, regardless of setting, diagnosis, prognosis, or 

age. “Most importantly, the goal of the Guidelines is to improve the care that patients and families 

receive by defining and driving access to high-quality palliative care in all care settings,” said Betty 

Ferrell, PhD, MA, FAAN, FPCN, NCP Steering Committee Co-Chair. “It is our hope that the care people 

with serious illness, and their families, receive will meet or exceed the criteria set forth in the final 

document.” 

To officially launch this effort, the Coalition hosted a Stakeholder Strategic Directions Summit in Chicago, 

IL, June 29-30, 2017 that was attended by several representatives from AAHPM, including: 

Martha L. Twaddle, MD, FACP, FAAHPM, HMDC, Senior Vice President, Education and Quality, Home 
Centered Care Institute and Senior Medical Director, Aspire Health, NCP Steering Committee Co-Chair; 
Steve Smith, MS, CAE, Executive Director & Chief Executive Officer; 
Joe Rotella, MD, MBA, HMDC, FAAHPM, Chief Medical Officer and our representative on the NCP 
Writing Workgroup; and 
Katherine Ast, MSW, LCSW, Director, Quality & Research, representing the Registries Collaborative 
Project. 
 
The Summit brought together over 60 representatives from 43 national organizations that covered a 

broad range of care settings, provider/professional associations, accrediting bodies, payers, and 

community services organizations to: 

• Discuss and define essential elements of quality primary and specialty palliative care services in 

the community; and 

• Elicit input on how to leverage the current National Consensus Project Clinical Practice 

Guidelines for Quality Palliative Care, 3rd edition (2013) to begin the work of creating 

the 4th edition.   

http://aahpm.org/publications/quarterly
http://www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/
http://www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/
http://www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/ncp-guidelines-2018/
http://www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/ncp-guidelines-2018/
http://www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/ncp-summit/
http://www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/ncp-guidelines-2013/
http://www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/ncp-guidelines-2013/


A summary report of the Summit is available online.  

Key Project Components & Timeline 

• Development: 

o Strategic Directions Stakeholder Summit held June 2017 

o Writing, review and revisions,  July 2017 – Mar 2018 

• Endorsement: 

o Approval and endorsements from national stakeholder organizations, May 2018  

• Publication: 

o Final review and design, June 2018 

o Publication, July 1, 2018 

• Dissemination:  

o Dissemination via national conferences, webinars and communications, Jan – Dec. 2018  

 

Quotes from Summit Attendees 

“There has been an ongoing movement toward community-based palliative care for a long time but it’s 

finally coming to fruition with these guidelines that will hopefully broaden the reach and increase the 

impact of palliative care in the community. And with the shift from volume to value there’s no better 

time!” 

“It’s not just about palliative care providers, but the many others in the community who are providing 

support and services to people with serious illness.” 

“The strategic support provided by Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation to advance quality 

improvement for all ages and all care settings to improve care for seriously ill patients and caregivers is 

remarkable, and the summit that captured input from across stakeholder populations was an essential 

step to change the game and draw on the momentum of value-based care reform to get this right. This 

project will help put people at the heart of healthcare reform.” 

About The Coalition 

If you have attended a hospice or palliative care conference in the last few years, it is likely that you 

have heard the proverb, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go farther, go together.” The 

Coalition is a valuable mechanism for ensuring that the field goes far. Originally established by four 

organizations in 2002 to create a foundation for defining quality palliative care, the Coalition is now 

comprised of nine national organizations representing clinicians from the full interdisciplinary team 

(physicians, nurses, social workers, chaplains, and physician assistants), researchers, and hospice and 

palliative care programs. The Coalition’s goals focus on four essential elements, the “Four C’s”: 

Cooperation, Communication, Coordination, and Collaboration. 

For more information about the National Consensus Project, visit www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/ncp.  
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