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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

What is the National Consensus Project (NCP)? 
The National Consensus Project for Quality Palliative Care (NCP) is an initiative of the 
National Coalition of Hospice and Palliative Care to further define and underscore the value 
of palliative care, and to improve upon the delivery of palliative care in the United States.  
More information is available at www.nationalcoalitionhpc.org/ncp.  
 
What are the NCP Clinical Practice Guidelines for Quality Palliative Care? 
NCP defines “Guidelines” according to the Institute of Medicine: “Clinical Practice Guidelines 
are statements that include recommendations intended to optimize patient care that are 
informed by a systematic review of evidence and an assessment of the benefits and harms 
of alternative care options.” (Institute of Medicine. 2011. Clinical Practice Guidelines We 
Can Trust. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press.) 
 
The NCP Guidelines are the hallmark document within the health care field guiding policy 
makers, providers, practitioners, accreditation organizations and consumers in 
understanding and integrating the principles of quality palliative care. Three editions of 
the NCP Guidelines were published in 2004, 2009 and 2013. 
 
When will the 4th Edition of the NCP Guidelines be published? 
In January 2017, the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation awarded a two-year grant to 
support the development, endorsement, dissemination and implementation of the 4th 
edition of the NCP Guidelines. The 4th Edition is scheduled for publication Summer 2018. 
 
What is the goal of the 4th Edition of the NCP Guidelines? 
The goal of the National Consensus Project (NCP) Clinical Practice Guidelines for Quality 
Palliative Care, 4th edition is to improve access to quality palliative care for all people with 
serious illness, regardless of setting, diagnosis, prognosis, or age. To support health 
professionals across the continuum to achieve this goal, the NCP Guidelines aim to formalize 
and delineate evidence-based processes and practices for the provision of safe and reliable 
high-quality palliative care for adults, children, and families with serious illness in all care 
settings.  
 
The new guidelines will build on the success and strategies of the National Consensus 
Project Clinical Practice Guidelines for Quality Palliative Care, 3rd Edition (2013).  The 4th 
edition will be broadened to encompass palliative care delivery by all clinicians caring for 
the seriously ill in primary and specialty palliative care settings, and will include specific 
practice examples for implementation.   
 
Who is the audience for the 4th Edition of the NCP Guidelines? 
The beneficiary of the NCP Guidelines is seriously ill patients, caregivers, and family 
members so that they receive the right care at the right time, irrespective of the setting. To 
achieve that goal, the NCP Guidelines will be useful to everyone delivering palliative care to 
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patients, that includes generalists, specialists, and community care and service providers 
regardless of setting. 
 
Are the 3rd Edition of the NCP Guidelines still available?  
National Consensus Project Clinical Practice Guidelines for Quality Palliative Care, 3rd 
Edition (2013) is available as a free download (in PDF format). A hardcopy is available for 
$25.00 and can be ordered here. 
 
Can organizations reprint the information in the NCP Guidelines for educational purposes? 
Please contact info@nationalcoalitionhpc.org to request permission to use or reprint any 
content from the NCP Guidelines, 3rd edition (2013), for articles, videos, podcasts, 
graphics, or other materials. 
 
Are the NCP Guidelines intended for palliative care providers within the U.S. or broader? 
The NCP Guidelines are written for palliative care providers located in the U.S., however, 
other countries can adopt and adapt aspects of the current publication. See information 
about requesting permission to use or reprint any content from the NCP Guidelines.   

For addition questions, please contact info@nationalcoalitionhpc.org.  
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